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African  Princess  in  Topsfield 

Buried  in  the  familv  lot  of  Albert  Austin  I 
Conant,  in  Pine  Grove  Cemetery,  lies 
the  body  of  an  African  princess.  It  was  | 
a strange  mis-adventure  that  brought  this| 
girl  from  far  away  Africa  to  Topsfield, 
where  she  lived  for  a number  of  years  in 
the  home  of  Major  Nathaniel  Conant  at 
the  corner  of  Main  and  Haverhill  streets. 

It  happened  that  Mrs.  Conanf  s brother, 
Captain  Austin  Dodge,  of  Beverly  was 
owner  of  the  barque  Magdala,  and  made 
voyages  to  Africa.  In  1844,  while  on 
one  of  these  voyages,  he  was  traveling 
inland  near  Sierra  Leone,  and  came 
across  a tribal  war  being  fought  there. 

In  order  to  escape  its  cruelties  many  of 
theAvomen  and  children  were  fleeing 
toward  the  coast,  when  some,  from 

kKue,  dropped  behind  and  became 
Irated  from  the  others. 

A slave  dealer,  Don  de  Mer,  just  then 
came  driving  his  slaves  under  the  lash 
and,  with  a short  raw  hide  whip,  forced 
some  of  these  stragglers  to  come  along 
with  his  slaves.  He  was  a passenger  on 
board  Captain  Dodge’s  return  trip  and 
brought  on  board  with  him  three  of  the 
last  acquired  captives.  The  sailors  made 
clothes  for  them,  as  they  were  naked, 
but  one  of  these,  a child  about  eight 
years  of  age,  had  a string  of  beads 
around  her  waist  which  was  thought  to 
mairk  her  as  an  African  princess. 

Don  de  Mer  died  on  the  passage  and  the 
girl,  who  gave  her  name  as  Sarah  Baro 
Colcher,  was  given  to  Captain  Dodge, 
who  brought  her  home  to  his  sister,  Mrs. 
Elisabeth  Dodge  Conant,  in  Topsfteld, 
who  brought  her  up  and  gave  her  an 
excellent  education.  She  proved 
^stvvorthy  and  grateful  and  developed 
■ a fine  woman.  When  she  became 
Rge  she  went  into  domestic  serv'ice 
and  was  for  manv  years  cook  in  the 


home  of  Mrs.  Gordon  Dexter  of  Boston 
and  Beverly  Farms.  While  she  was 
living  there  she  was  taken  ill  and  Mrs. 
Kilham  of  Beverly,  the  niece  of 
Captain  Kilham,  had  her  brought  to  her 
home  and  cared  for  until  she  recovered. 
It  was  for  a time  the  care  of  Miss 
Henrietta  Kilham,  then  a child,  to  read 
aloud  to  her  every  afternoon,  and  she 
remembers  being  told  that  in  spite  of 
all  the  intervening  years  she  (Sarah) 
was  never  able  to  forget  the  lash. 

The  Society  is  fortunate  to  have  in  its 
collection  a small  mahogany  box  that 
once  belonged  to  Sarah. 


Upcoming  Events 


Prince  Estabrook 
February  24^3:00  PM 

*Note:  New  Annual  Meeting  Date* 
March  30,  3:00  PM 


Curator  Needed;  Someone  interested  in 
antiques  who  could  help  update  the  Society’s 
computerized  collection,  recommend 
purchasing  of  additional  artifacts  and  help 
dispose  of  items  not  appropriate  to  the 
collection  policy.  If  interested  please  contact 
Norm  Isler  at  (978)  887  9724, 


Kid’s  Corner 

The  Super  Bowl 
and  its  festivities  are  the  most- 
watched  U.S.  television  broadcast 
of  the  year,  and  Super  Bowl  Sunday 
has  become  almost  a de  facto  U.S. 
national  holiday.  This  is  also  the 
second-largest  U.S.  food 
consumption  day,  following 
Thanksgiving. 

The  Super  Bowl  was  first  played  on 
January  15,  1967  as  part  of  the 
merger  agreement  between  the  NFL 
and  its  younger  rival,  the  American 
Football  League  (AFL)  in  which 
each  league's  championship  team 
would  play  each  other  in  an  "AFL- 
NFL  World  Championship  Game". 
After  the  completion  of  the  merger 
in  1970,  the  Super  Bowl  became  the 
NFL's  championship  game,  played 
between  the  champions  of  the 
league's  frvo  conferences:  the 
American  Football  Conference 
(AFC)  and  the  National  Football 
Conference  (NFC). 

The  Super  Bowl  uses  Roman 
numerals  to  identify  each  game, 
rather  than  the  year  it  was  held  since 
the  NFL  season  extends  beyond 

New  Year's  Eve.  Wikipedia  org/\viki/Super_Bowi 
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Norm  Isicr/ Aline  Bariett 


Anne  Barrett 
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TOPSFIELD’S  LAST  REMAINING  ONE  ROOM  SCHOOLHOUSE  UPDATE 


Now  that  the  schoolhouse  has  been  stabilized  by  replacing  a sill  beam,  straightening  the 
structure  and  covering  up  holes  in  the  roof,  thanks  to  a concerned  anonymous  society 
member  donation,  two  major  issues  need  to  be  resolved  before  further  action  is  taken 
regarding  this  160  year  old  building.  Your  feedback  is  certainly  welcome. 

Recall  this  schoolhouse  was  built  in  1847  at  a cost  of  $609.99  and  stood  on  the  west  side 
of  Perkins  Row  near  #138  where  it  replaced  an  earlier  schoolhouse  built  in  1794  at  a cost 
of  L37.86.  It  closed  year  ending  March  1st,  1891  due  to  low  enrollment  (4  in  its  last 
year).  It  was  sold  in  1902  to  the  first  of  several  private  owners  who  moved  it  to  the  back 
of  another  Perkins  Row  property  where  it  sits  today.  In  2006  the  owners  very  graciously 
donated  it  to  the  society  whose  constitution  states  the  society’s  purpose  is  “the  collection, 
preservation  and  study  of  all  historical  materials  related  to  the  Town  of  Topsfield..  .” 
The  two  major  issues  to  be  resolved  now  that  it  is  agreed  it  is  worth  saving  are;  one, 
where  is  a suitable  location  for  it  and  two,  what  adaptive  use  can  it  serve. 

The  officers  and  directors  have  given  much  thought  to  these  questions  and  four  options 
have  emerged  which  can  be  summarized  as  follows; 

One;  Find  a suitable  location  and  reconstruct  it  as  it  once  was  for  use  as  a meeting  place, 
this  location  being  either  on  town  owned  or  private  property.  Danvers  has  done  this  for 
their  Putnamville  school  house,  owned  by  the  town  and  leased  to  an  art  association  who 
also  maintain  it. 

Two.  Reconstruct  it  at  Mass  Audubon’s  Ipswich  River  Wildlife  Sanctuary  for  their  use  as 
a training  facility. 

Three.  Donate  it  to  the  Topsfield  fairgrounds  for  them  to  reconstruct  it  as  part  of  an  early 
American  village  being  planned. 

Four.  Do  nothing  until  another  option  becomes  available  or  until  after  the  Capen  House 
custodian  facility  is  built,  timing  of  which  is  not  certain  at  this  time.  . 

These  options  will  be  discussed  in  more  detail  at  the  March  30*^  annual  meeting  to  get  a 
sense  of  the  membership’s  views.  Again,  if  you  have  some  thoughts  or  opinions  on  this 
topic  please  contact  the  society  through  its  web  page  or  (978)  887  9724 
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Displaced  Persons  in  Topsfield 

In  1755  approximately  6000  French 
Acadians  who  lived  in  Nova  Scotia 
were  forcibly  removed  and  carried 
into  exile  among  the  English 
settlements  along  the  Atlantic  coast 
from  what  is  now  Maine  to  Georgia 
w'ith  1000  coming  to  Massachusetts. 
Nowhere  did  they  find  a welcome. 

Of  alien  birth,  religion  and  speech 
one  can  easily  see  that  their  lot  was  a 
hard  one.  A commiUee  was 
appointed  by  the  General  Court  to 
attend  to  their  distribution  among 
several  Massachusetts  towns.  It 
initially  appears  that  no 
consideration  was  given  to  their 
’^^  'lous  occupations:  for  example,  a 
w rman  father  of  four  was  sent  to 
Lancaster,  a town  about  forty  miles 
from  the  ocean  so  he  had  no 
opportimity  to  continue  his  trade. 
Upon  further  reflection  this 
placement  might  have  been  a 
deliberate  policy  as  some  32  were 
initially  assigned  to  Salem  but  later 
removed  to  inland  towns  in  answer 
to  a petition  from  Marblehead. 
Ipswich  had  20,  Rowley  14,  Boxford 
9 and  Top.sfield  7.  The  Top.sfield 
selectmen  engaged  John  Gould  to 
pro'ride  a house  for  them  and  he 
rented  the  William  Towne  House, 
then  over  100  years  old.  In  1755  it 
stood  in  the  field  by  South  Main 
Street  and  Salem  Road.  Incidcntly, 
here  lived  at  various  times,  three 
victims  of  the  witchcraft  delusion, 
Rebecca,  Maiy  and  Sarah,  daugliters 
^^'Villiam  Towne.  To  this  house  the 
^'ians,  Michael  Dugoy,  his  wife 
i:,ii?abeth  and  five  children  were 
carried  and  Jacob  Robinson  chosen 
to  take  care  of  them.  Michael’s  state 


of  health  wns  poor  and  he  w’as  not 
able  to  work.  After  living  in 
Topsfield  for  nearly  four  years 
Dugoy  and  his  family  were  allowed 
to  move  to  Newbury  where  two 
families  of  Acadians  were  already 
located.  The  transfer  was  made  on 
August  6,  1760  and  Topsfield 
regularly  contributed  to  their 
support  ever}/  quarter  until  A.pril 
1767.  In  that  year  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature  enacted  a 
law  empowering  towns  to  remove 
any  persons,  not  native,  who  were 
deemed  undesirable  as  residents, 
i'he  three  fanuhes  m Newbury', 
tliirty  persons  in  all,  petitioned  the 
town  to  be  allowed  to  return  to 
Canada.  The  petition  was  granted 
and  the  exiles  were  furnished  with 
money  and  supplies.  Topsfield,  at  a 
town  meeting  held  on  Apnl  24, 

1767  voted  to  give  the  French 
family  thirty  two  dollars  to  pay 
their  passage  to  Canada  and  support 
them  on  their  voyage.  And  so  the 
Frenchman  and  his  family  .sailed 
away,  not  to  his  old  home  which 
was  now  occupied  by  others  but  to 
a new  location  west  of  liis  former 
settlement.  So  ended  this  sad 
chapter  of  Colonial  America  and 
Canadian  history. 

With  acknowiedgenient  to  Houses  & Buildings 
of  Topsfield  and  History  of  Topsfield  by 
C.  Lawence  Bond  and  George  Francis  Dow 
respectively 


Curator  Needed;  Someone  interested  in 
antiques  who  could  help  manage  the 
purchase,  sale  and  recording  of  Society 
artifacts.  Contact  Norm  Isler  at  887-9724. 


Contributors  Editor/Designer 

Norm  Isier/Anne  Barrett  Anne  Barrett 


Upcoming  Events 

*Note;  New  Annual  Meeting  Date* 
March  30,  3:00  PM 


Book  Review 

Rill  Griffeth,  noted  CNBC  Wall  Street 
and  Fmance  anchor,  visited  the  Capen 
House  in  2006  and  has  just  wTittcn  a 
book  "By  Faith  Alone"  -One  Family's 
Journey  through  400  years  of 
American  Protestantism  When  he 
discovered  that  ms  eiglii-tunes  great 
grandmother  Mary'  Estey  of  Topsfield 
was  executed  during  the  Salem  witch 
trials  of  1 092,  he  reseaiciied  tlie 
biggest  story'  of  his  life  traveling  to  the 
fishmg  village  m England  where  his 
earliest  ancestors  lived  and 
worshipped;  to  the  Netherlands  where 
they  sought  refuge  from  persecution 
and  to  sites  m New  England  and  New 
York  mcludmg  Topsfield  which  has  an 
entire  chapter.  Bill  has  done  an 
excellent  job  of  research  and  has  put 
together  a very  readable  story  of  his 
long-forgetton  relatives  also  mcludmg 
some  of  their  neighbors  and  colleagues 
whom  history  shll  remembers.  ‘"By 
Faith  Alone”  is  a rich  history  of  our 
country’'s  Protestant  henrage  and 
enables  one  to  better  understand  the 
courage  and  faith  of  those  distant 
people.  I think  you  would  enjoy 
reading  hi.s  work  A'o/th  Isler 

Kid’s  Corner  o 


Many  years  ago  in  England,  mugs 
used  in  pubs  had  a whistle  baked 
right  into  the  rim  or  handle.  WTien  a 
man  needed  a refill,  he  used  the 
whistle  to  get  some  serviee.  "Wet 
your  whistle"  is  the  phrase  inspired 
by  this  practice 


II 


rttf 

I { 0^'^  .<!£  t.:»»flM 


..  1^ ' , 1 i oy 


Mf 


'ff'  >.  I',.-  ( i->  n /«  ^M»r'  fl 

TM^O  3:'.*  .»r^rj.*r»«  . ;4iM‘l'.wut 

,.  f‘  <?>IJV'  i«Mr  '■'^  ■"'  '’« 

iti  ■»5'1  S‘X.5  ’ lil'n  I y'^  •' 

< ^ V t-  t..  -:  '11  ■ ^1 


1l‘;l 

’■1.  . i/ril  »*i»r  ' '•* 

•u(> 

rshHiif  t.'* 

- 1-^,  ^'«I4 

• I'r  ■! 

.-T’t 

I*’  ’. ' io  s : 

•*-  •*»?  • ' 

, 1 ■ !■_;'■  »■  1 

• 

■ ; 

'••  i ni<  > •■ 

I ‘ 

(Ui^  'y/U  v'  It  ' 

' 

• :>  inci^  v3-  ’ '•' 

.'  ‘4.  * 'x**<a&  - ’ 

I !•.;  *)<«»'  '.v 

11,1  •!«*/;  _ 'I  ' •■ 

-J,>\  ' •'~-i  ■ :•  ' 


.'  it 


n. 


vr 


••  >-tI 


intt/  ' 


B^tJOSO  ^1 

uin 

i.  .vtvtini 

♦ ti*  I • 

• r4i 

.ti  ^DC 

.T*ii»v^.  ...rtiitfMl  03411  ttdV  V. 

V CSMiiUO-.  I‘3  "1 


« ^J« ' tri 

luvnnicri 


: I t 


r'i  u -.jW'jrto  t-'i  r.T  — .,  m -ryi-t-pr- 


. /I  "i  'imyt  .*t>4ttit*fr^ 

>d:t^tr^/«T  --aUflUil  Iftz*  >' JnOiM 

tl-jr.:  .-  3'  b^Wl  i 

’/..qO'  'I'liilV*’ 

' Vv- bf  .itr'^i  ,501^^ 

'^ftl  t>  I'A  l|l /|B»I 

'■■  ',  ■ :*  I ll.>  X.,,'  V ' * nilW 

,,.j  -. 

. . Kj.  ' l>  ' * ' 

••!  : Jl 

.iliiJit  <a,''  u.  »t.t. >'!:»' 

. ,'•  /uf 


..■tci  Uw®' 


•.:t 

•.*  I 

M 

> . 


J 


tIhMi 


t«  >J<8t 

-t:* 

' J "«  .'■  ' 

iv 

■1.  It 

m 

• :n<  .*’;^..i  -. 

U.  ..  4ft 

1 ''tV  ■ 

/!?#  i^ricv  i‘ 

j Ml4"  * .'■ 

^9tHU 

, . '1 

\>  * \ 1 -J  / 

V-;  t; 

c 


If'  ■ . ■»• 

i '1  nutif  iosun 


I 


Local  Lore 

The  Topsfleld  Historical  Society  Newsletter 


April  2008 


WEB  Address  rhttp://\v’Ww.tODsfieldhi storv.org)  Email;  webmaster@topsfieldhistory.org 
P.O  Box  323,  Topsfield,  Massachusetts  01983 


How  a Lady  Should  Dress 

Excerpted  from  The  Art  of  Good 
Behaviour,  published  1818  in  New  York 

vOdies  are  allowed  to  consult  fancy, 
'ariety,  and  ornament  more  than  men, 

^et  nearly  the  same  rules  apply.  Of 
x)urse  a lady’s  under  clothes  are  not 
ntended  to  be  seen,  but  as  we  imagine 
hem  to  always  be  faultlessly  clean,  and 
IS  an  accident  at  any  time  may  reveal 
heir  true  condition,  they  should  always 
2e  so.  A man  who  would  marry  a 
voman  , who  wore  a dirty  stocking,  or 
3ne  with  a hole  in  it,  would  be  very 
likely  to  beat  her  in  a month,  and  run 
away  from  her  before  a year  was  over. 

It  is  the  mark  of  a lady  to  be  always  well 
shod.  If  your  feet  are  small  don’t  spoil 
by  pinching  - if  large,  squeezing 
makes  them  worse.  Be  as 
Luoderate  as  you  can  about  bustles. 

While  it  is  the  fashion  you  must  wear 
them,  but  don’t  lay  them  on  too  thick. 
Above  all,  as  you  regard  health,  comfort 
and  beauty,  do  not  lace  too  tightly  A 
waist  too  small  for  the  natural 
proportion  of  the  figure  is  the  worst 
possible  deformity  and  produces  many 
others.  No  woman  who  laces  tight  can 
have  good  shoulders,  a straight  spine, 
good  lungs,  sweet  breath,  or  is  fit  to  be  a 
wife  and  mother. 

The  most  elegant  dresses  are  black  or 
white.  Common  modesty  will  prevent 
indecent  exposure  of  the  shoulders  and 
bosom.  A vulgar  girl  wears  bright  and 
glaring  colors,  fanstically  made,  a large, 
flaring  red,  yellow,  or  sky  blue  hat, 
covered  with  a rainbow  of  ribbons,  and 
all  the  rings  and  trinkets  she  can  load 
upon  her.  Of  course,  a modest  well-bred 
^mg  lady  chooses  the  reverse  of  all 
In  any  assemblage,  the  most 

Jy  dressed  woman  is  sure  to  be  the 
most  lady-like  and  attractive.  Nearness 
is  better  than  richness,  and  plainness 
better  than  display.  Single  ladies  dress 


less  in  fashionable  society  than  married 
ones,  and  all  more  plainly  and 
substantially  for  walking  or  raveling, 
than  on  other  occasions. 

In  my  opinion,  nothing  beyond  a 
simple,  natural  flower,  ever  adds  to  the 
beauty  of  a lady’s  head-dress. 

It  is  a general  rule,  applicable  to  both 
sexes,  that  person  are  the  best  dressed, 
when  you  can  not  remember  how  they 
were  dressed.  Avoid  every  thing  out  of 
the  way,  uncommon  or  grotesque. 

A Lady's  Behaviour  in  the  Street 

Should  be  modest,  and  dignified,  yet 
pleasant  and  engaging.  Nothing 
indicates  the  character  more  than  the 
walk.  Of  all  things,  never  stare-never 
giggle-never  walk  with  a wriggle,  or 
swing  from  side  to  side.  Fast  walking 
cannot  be  graceful;  never  run  in  the 
street. 

Ladies  are  not  allowed  upon  ordinary 
occasions  to  take  the  arm  of  any  one 
but  a relative  or  an  accepted  lover  in 
the  street,  and  in  the  day  time.  Of 
course,  the  conversation  of  a stranger, 
beyond  asking  a necessary  question, 
must  be  considered  as  a gross  insult, 
and  repelled  with  proper  spirit. 

Applications  for  the 
Kimball  Scholarship  are 
being  accepted  through 
April  15^.  Forms  can 
be  found  on  the  Society 
website. 


Contributors  Editor/Dcsiener 

Norm  Islcr/Anne  Barrett  Anne  Barrett 


Upcoming  Events 

Music  of  the  Gas  Light  Era 

Apnl  11,  7:30  PM 


Kid's  Corner 

In  the  autumn  of  1 899  a new  mode 
of  communication  wedged  its  way 
into  the  coverage  of  a hallowed 
sports  event.  Outside  New  York's 
harbor,  two  sleek  sailboats — 
Columbia  of  the  New  York  Yacht 
Club  and  Shamrock  of  the  Ulster 
Yacht  Club  in  Ireland — were  about 
to  compete  for  the  America's  Cup,  a 
coveted  international  trophy.  In 
previous  contests  the  public  had  no 
way  of  knowing  what  happened  on 
the  water  until  spectators  reached 
shore  after  the  races.  This  time, 
however,  reports  would  "come 
rushing  through  the  air  with  the 
simplicity  of  light,"  as  one 
newspaper  reporter  breathlessly  put 
it. 

Many  people  doubted  that  such  a 
thing  was  possible,  but  a young 
inventor  named  Guglielmo  Marconi 
proceeded  to  make  good  on  the 
promise,  using  cumbersome 
sparking  devices  on  observation 
boats  to  transmit  Morse  code 
messages  to  land  stations  a few 

miles  away.  WWW  greatachievements  org 
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Washington’s  Defeat  in  1741 

No.  not  General  George  Waslnngton 
ut  Ins  half  brother  Law  rence.  Law  rence 
ommanded  a regiment  of  North 
onencans  as  part  of  a massn  e British 
Dree  totaling  23.600  men  assembled  to 
apUire  Cartagena  from  the  Spamsh  m 
chat  IS  now  Columbia  Spamsh  spies  in 
.ondon  had  learned  of  the  plan  a \ ear 
lefore  but  had  probably  less  tlian  2.500 
lefenders,  mcludmg  Slax  es  and  Indians, 
o defend  the  walled  cit>  Wliat  the\  did 
ia\  e how  e\  er  w as  an  impressi\  e 
Jefense  s\  stem  mcludmg  San  Felipe. 

Diie  of  the  greatest  forts,  if  not  the 
greatest,  et  er  built  and  a series  of  lesser 
forts  facmg  tlie  ba>  On  March  15  tiie 
first  English  ships  arm  ed  follow  ed  b> 
m<^.  until  186  slups  totaling  2.070 
^^n  w ere  assembled  with  the  troops 
A aiting  for  the  order  to  go  ashore, 
^•ollow  mg  a few  probing  assaults  tlie 
battle  began  m earnest  on  April  1 when 
English  Commander  Edward  Vernon 
tried  to  tcike  control  of  tlie  harbor's 
narrow  entrance  so  he  could  mox  e his 
fleet  into  the  harbor  Tliree  forts 
defended  tlie  harbor,  reinforced  b>  a 
cham  at  its  entrance  which  was  backed 
up  b>  four  Spamsh  warslups  A blood\ 
battle  ensured  m w Inch  the  Spanish  fell 
back  to  their  next  Ime  of  defense: 
another  pair  of  forts,  a Ime  of  sunken 
slups  plus  2 men  of  war  who  combined 
fire  pow  er  did  considerable  damage  to 
the  British  fleet  It  was  tlieii  tliat  Vernon 
realized  that  m order  to  bombard  tJie 
towering  San  Felipe  fortress  he  would 
ha\  e to  brmg  his  ships  in  under  the 
fortresses  guns  so  he  elected  an 
alternatn  e approach  (we  would  say  Plan 
B)  to  capture  the  highest  hill  -Cont  ento 
La  Popa-  from  winch  he  could  see 

•\thmg  the  Spamsh  were  doing  and 
attack  tliem  from  the  land  After 
^ of  the  bloodiest  battles  m British 
Inston  he  took  possession  of  the  hill  and 
felt  that  Mctoiy  was  w ithin  Ins  grasp 


He  landed  the  rest  of  his  forces  and 
attacked  from  three  directions  The 
battle  raged  all  da\  but  b\  dark 
Vernon's  losses  w ere  so  se\  ere  that  he 
was  forced  to  retreat  While  try  ing  to 
regroup  Ins  troops  were  becommg  so 
infected  w ith  dxsenteiy . malaria  and 
> ellow  fe^  er  that  the\  were  not  fit  for 
another  assault 

On  Ma>  1 5 the  last  of  the  Enghsh 
had  left  and  tlie  siege  of  Cartagena  w as 
o\  er  The  Washington  famih  was  so 
impressed  w ith  Edward  Vernon  that 
the\  later  named  their  faimh 
homestead  Mount  Vernon  m Ins  honor 

This  mtoi  iiicinoii  aimc  from  o jiiiulc  in  ( 'm  ttivcim 


l^pcomiiig  Events 

‘‘American  Jezebel” 
May  16,  7 30  PM 

Strawberry  Festival 
June  14,  10AM-4PM 


See  the  other  side  of  this 
newsletter  for  a recap  of  the 
Society  Annual  Meeting 
hel(J  in  March. 


Kid’s  Corner 

Baseball  stars  from 
the  National  League 
and  the  American 
League  played  the 
first  All-Star  Game  in  1933  The 
National  League  has  won  40  of  the 
73  games  The  games  ended  in  a tie 
twice  In  1961  rain  in  Boston 
prevented  extra  innings  and  the 
game  ended  in  a 1-1  tie  And  in 
2002,  the  game  went  1 1 iimings 
with  the  score  knotted  at  seven 
before  it  was  finally  called  off  due 
to  a lack  of  pitchers  tcirrmoiisici  com 


Would  you  like  to  help  preserve  Topsfield’s  historical  records? 

Historical  records  and  archixal  collections  offer  our  clearest  msight  into  the  past 
We  must  take  the  steps  necessaiy  to  preser\  e the  Societx 's  archn  es  m order  for 
fiiture  generations  to  access  Topsfield's  historical  records 

A generation  ago.  our  Historical  Records  Committee  was  a \ eiy  acti\  e group  that 
w orked  hard  at  preserx  ing  the  Tow  n's  arclux  es  and  other  historical  records 
(documents,  photos,  maps,  audio  and  x ideo  tapes,  etc  ) We  ha\  e been  able  to  take 
adx  antage  of  the  w ork  done  bx  past  x olunteers  to  begin  the  process  of  establishmg 
teclmology  -based  resources  tliat  xvill  make  our  collections  ax  ailable  to  the  public 

Txxo  consultants  have  analx  zed  our  collections  and  prox  ided  recoimnendations 
Interns  hax  e helped  us  mox  e toxxard  our  goals  We  are  working  xx  ith  a state-w  ide 
organization  to  mox  e toward  prox  idmg  access  to  our  material  on  tlie  Internet 

If  X ou  would  like  to  participate  in  this  exciting  project,  contact  Amx  Coffin  at 
amx  cofifm  X erizon  net  / 887-20244  It's  not  a big  coimnitment  - just  a few 
hours  a month  xx  ould  be  a great  help  Amx  can  enroll  x ou  in  a free  xx  orkshop  tliat 
w ill  explain  xxhat  needs  to  be  done  to  organize  and  promote  our  aicliix  al 
collections  The  workshop  will  be  held  on  Friday.  Max  16  from  9 30  - 12:30  at 
the  Bex  erlx  Public  Librarx 
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Castaway 

Phillip  Ashton  was  a young 
Marblehead  fisherman  in  1722  when 
he  and  his  shallop  were  captured  by 
pirates  while  fishing  off  the  coast  of 
Nova  Scotia.  His  captor  was  the 
famous  Edward  Lx)w  of  Boston  who 
threatened  him  with  death  unless  he 
cooperated  with  Low’s  band.  At  one 
point  after  it  became  evident  that  he 
was  focused  on  esc^ing  instead  of 
cooperating,  the  ship’s  quartermaster 
attempted  to  kill  him  holding  a pistol 
to  his  head  which  fortunately  for 
Phillip  misfired.  He  managed  to 
escape  in  March  1723  when  the 
pirates  landed  at  Roatan  Island,  one  of 
the  Bay  Islands  off  the  coast  of 
Honduras  to  careen  and  scrape  their 
'Asel.  He  hid  in  the  jungle  until  five 
^^s  later  when  the  pirates  decided  to 
-^ve  without  him.  The  island  was 
about  30  miles  long,  desolate  and 
uninhabited,  and  he  had  escqjed  with 
only  the  clothes  he  wore,  no  shirt,  no 
shoes,  stockings,  tools  or  the  ability  to 
make  a fire.  Figs,  grapes  and  coconuts 
were  plentiful  but  he  had  no  way  of 
opening  the  coconuts.  Then  he 
discovered  an  oval  shaped  fimit  larger 
than  an  orange,  red  inside  and  which 
looked  edible  but  he  feared  being 
poisoned  until  one  day  he  chanced 
upon  a group  of  wild  hogs  devouring 
them,  after  which  he  sampled  the  fruit 
and  found  it  to  be  delicious.  That 
fruit  is  known  today  as  papaya. 
Deer,  wild  hogs,  twelve  to  fourteen 
foot  lizards  (early  Spanish 
Explorer’s  name  for  crocodiles), 
ducks,  snakes,  pelicans,  parrots  and 
tortoises  along  the  beaches  made 

#the  wildlife  of  Roatan.  He  had 
^ terrible  encounter  with  a 
^rd,  mistaking  it  for  a log.  Flies 
were  his  biggest  torment;  however 


he  found  a small  treeless  key  located 
very  near  his  island  which  was 
virtually  fly  and  insect  free  so  he  spent 
days  there,  transported  by  swimming, 
using  a bamboo  life  preserver  he  had 
fashioned.  One  time  enroute  to  the 
key  he  was  hit  behind  by  a huge 
shovel-nosed  shark  which  had 
grounded  itself  in  the  shallow  water 
and  was  unable  to  seize  him.  Another 
time  he  fell  ill  and  was  attacked  by 
one  of  the  wild  boars,  managing  to 
climb  part  way  up  a tree  as  the  boar’s 
tusks  ripped  through  his  clothing. 

In  November  1723  an  amazing 
incident  took  place  when  he  sighted  a 
canoe  with  one  man  paddling  it. 
Shouting  to  the  Marblehead  sailor  the 
canoeist  queried  him  about  who  he 
was  and  what  he  was  doing.  Ashton 
told  his  story  to  the  man  who  revealed 
himself  to  be  an  Englishman  who  had 
been  living  with  the  Spanish  for  22 
years,  but  when,  for  an  undisclosed 

continued  on  back... 


Check  out  the  Society’s  new  website 
at  www.topsfieldhistorv.org. 

Thanks  to  Jeanne  Pickering  of 
Pickering  Publishing  for  her  effort 
and  talent  in  creating  this  new 
website! 


**  Curator  Needed  ** 

Do  you  think  it  would  be  fun  to 
explore  historic  and  antique  items 
and  learn  more  about  them?  The 
Society  needs  someone  interested 
in  antiques  who  could  help  manage 
the  purchase,  sale  and  recording  of 
Society  artifacts.  Contact  Norm 
Isler  at  887-9724. 


Upcoming  Events 

Strawberry  Festival 

June  14,  10AM -4PM 

Priscilla  Capen  Herb  Teas 

June  25*^  & July  30^^,  2 - 4 PM 

Do!!  Tea 

August  27^  2 - 4 PM 


Kid’s  Corner 

America  celebrates 
July  4 as  Independence 
Day  because  it  was  on 
July  4,  1776,  that  members  of  the 
Secorid  Continental  Congress,  meeting 
in  Philadelphia,  adopted  the  final  draft 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

Following  its  adoption,  the  Declaration 
was  read  to  the  public  in  various 
American  cities.  Whenever  they  heard 
it,  patriots  empted  in  cheers  and 
celebrations. 

In  1777,  Philadelphians  remembered 
the  4th  of  July.  Bells  were  nmg,  guns 
fired,  candles  lighted,  and  firecrackers 
set  off  However,  while  the  War  of 
Independence  dragged  on,  July  4 
celebrations  were  modest  at  best. 

When  the  war  ended  in  1783,  July  4 
became  a holiday  in  some  places.  In 
Boston,  it  replaced  the  date  of  the 
Boston  Massacre,  March  5,  as  the 
major  patriotic  holiday.  Speeches, 
military  events,  parades,  and  fireworks 
marked  the  day.  In  1941,  Congress 
declared  July  4 a federal  holiday. 


Editor/Publisher  Cootributor 

Anne  Barrett  Norm  Isler 
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Jastaway  continued 


reason,  they  wished  to  kill  him  he  fled  to  Roatan.  It  was  a happy  occasion  for  Phillip,  not  having  seen  or  talked 
with  another  human  being  for  so  long.  The  Englishman  built  a fire  for  Phillip,  having  tongs  and  flint  and  told  the 
sick  Marbleheader  that  he  would  paddle  out  and  hunt  venison  for  him,  planning  to  return  in  a few  days.  He  gave 
Phillip  his  knife,  tongs  and  flint,  five  pounds  of  pork  and  a bottle  of  powder  before  leaving  three  days  later, 
never  to  be  seen  again;  for  within  the  hour  after  he  left  a terrific  storm  hit  the  island  and  probably  drowned  the 
Englishman  at  sea. 

With  the  aid  of  the  tools  which  his  friend  had  given  him  Phillip  was  soon  eating  a more  balanced  diet  and  the 
fire  made  him  more  comfortable  during  bad  weather.  As  he  regained  his  strength  he  was  able  to  catch  crabs  in 
the  shallow  water  using  a lighted  torch  to  attract  them.  With  the  aid  of  a canoe  he  found  on  the  beach  he  made 
plans  to  visit  some  of  the  more  distant  islands  so  he  stored  up  a supply  of  figs,  grapes,  tortoise  and  other  edibles 
and  set  out  for  the  island  now  known  as  Bonacca,  some  1 8 miles  westward,  only  to  run  into  some  Spanish 
sailors  on  the  beach  who  fired  at  him.  He  was  able  to  paddle  back  to  Roatan  unharmed. 

Seven  long  months  later  two  large  canoes  approached  seeing  Phillip’s  fire.  They  asked  who  he  was  and  told 
him  they  were  Bay  Men  from  the  Bay  of  Honduras  who  had  fled  from  the  Spanish.  They  soon  erected  a shelter 
and  hunted  together.  Six  months  later  however  pirates  appeared  and  attacked  them,  finally  leaving;  these  were 
from  the  same  vessel  from  which  Phillip  had  escaped  so  many  months  before. 

The  season  was  now  approaching  for  the  Jamaica  Traders  to  be  sailing  in  the  vicinity  so  Phillip  and  two  of  the 
Bay  Men  elected  to  sail  for  Bonacca  as  it  was  a favorite  watering  place  for  the  traders.  Phillip  soon  found  the 
British  man-of-war  Diamiond  which  was  escorting  a fleet  of  traders  including  a short  handed  brigantine  from 
^Salem,  Massachusetts.  Captain  Dove  signed  Phillips  on  at  once  and  they  sailed  up  the  coast  to  Salem.  As  soon  as 
,he  ship  landed  Phillip  made  his  way  to  his  Marblehead  home,  where  his  family,  who  had  long  ago  given  him  up 
for  lost,  joyously  greeted  him,  some  two  years,  ten  months  and  fifteen  days  after  he  had  left. 

We  would  like  to  acknowledge  Google,  E/tward  Rowe  Snow,  and  the  Marblehead  Historical  Society  for  the  information  in  this  story. 


The  Program  Brochure  contained  incorrect  information  on  the  Society’s  officers  and  committees.  Below  is  the  correct  information. 

TOPSFIELD  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 
Officers  and  Committees,  2008-2009 


President. 
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Bill  Whiting,  2010 


Norm  Isler,  201 1 
Anne  Barrett,  201 1 
Richard  Carlson,  2010 
William  Crawford,  2010 
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Officers  (3  Year  Terms) 

Co-Secretaries: 


Harry  Reifel,  2010 
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Amy  Coffin,  2010 


Jack  Long,  201 1 


Joyce  Bergsten,  2010 


Chairpersons  of  Standing  Committees  (1  Year  Terms) 


Programs:  Vince  Guerra 

Publicity:  Ann  Savage 

Investment  Advisory  Group:  Jackson  Welch 


Docents.  Pat  Rolsma  Historical  Records.  Amy  Coffin 

House  & Grounds:  Bill  Whiting  Hospitality:  Ann  Savag^ Artie  Clark 

Gould  Bam  Functions;  Peggy  Isler  Membership;  Ann  Moorman 

Curator.  Open  Nominating:  Open 

Ways  &.  Means:  Winnie  Sanders/Bob  Sanders  Priscilla  Capen  Herb  Society;  Joyce  Bergsten 
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The  1640  Hart  House 

The  1640  Hart  House  was  built  in 
Ipswich  only  twenty  years  after  the 
arrival  of  the  Pilgrims  The  house, 
originally  one  room,  was  the  home 
of  a local  tamier  named  Thomas 
Hart  who  became  the  town’s  first 
selectman  As  one  of  the  oldest 
homes  in  the  country,  the  house  is 
well-known  for  serv'ing  some  of 
the  first  steins  of  ale  in  the  nation 
during  the  late  eighteenth  or  early 
nineteenth  centuries  Featuring 
five  distinct  levels  and  staircases, 
fireplaces  that  are  nearly  four 
hundred  years  old,  and  wall  panels 
with  Colonial  hand-painted  tea 
boxes  illustrate  why  the  house 
^^lains  a prime  example  of  early 
.merican  Arcliitecture. 

Ipswich  town  records  first  listed 
Thomas  Hart  in  1637  at  the  age  of 
28  soon  after  he  arrived  from 
England  with  liis  parents,  Isaac  and 
Elizabeth  Hart  married  a local  girl 
named  Alice  and  started  a family 
that  would  include  two  sons  and 
two  daughters 

Like  most  families  of  the  era.  Hart 
built  a single  room  as  liis  initial 
home  Tills  room,  now  called  the 
Keeper’s  room,  was  used  by  the 
young  family  as  a parlor,  kitchen 
and  bedroom  on  cold  winter  nights. 


Although  the  Hart  family  enjoyed 
ever-increasing  privilege  when 
Thomas  was  elected  a selectman. 


accused  of  practicing  witchcraft 


and  was  sent  to  Boston  where  she 
remained  for  six  months  until  Thomas 
presented  a petition  attesting  to  the 
lack  of  overt  signs  of  witchcraft 
After  a short  trial  Elizabeth  returned 
to  Ipswich,  and  she  and  her  husband 
died  shortly  after  that  Thomas  died 
in  the  winter  of  1673  or  1674,  and  the 
whereabouts  of  liis  remains  are  a 
mystery.  Some  old-timers  claimed 
that  it  was  too  cold  to  bury  him  and 
he  was  thus  buried  in  a tiny  cellar 
below  the  living  room,  waiting  until 
spring  arrived 

The  home  remained  in  the  Hart  family 
until  around  1755  when  it  was  sold  to 
Philip  Lord  Philip  willed  it  to  his 
daughter  Sarali  Lord  Kimball  in  1816, 
who  in  turn  willed  it  to  her  son  Isaac 
Several  additions  were  made  during 
this  time,  and  it  may  have  become  a 
stopping  point  for  those  desiring  ale 
When  noted  antique  dealer  Ralph 
Burnham  purchased  it  in  1902  it 
became  an  inn  and  tavern  It  was  sold 
to  Martha  Lucy  Murray  in  1911  and 
she  sold  the  original  rooms  to  the 
Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  and 
Winterthur  Museum  in  1936 


Kimball  Scholarships  Awarded 

The  John  Kimball  Jr.  Scholarship  Program 
awarded  $ 1 7,000  this  year  to  seven 
applicants  that  included  area  residents 
attending  or  planning  to  attend  schools 
such  as  Gordon  College,  Holy  Cross,  and 
Saint  Michaels  as  well  as  documentation 
of  the  Congregational  Church  Steeple’s 
renovation.  This  brings  the  total  amount 
awarded  for  the  five  years  of  the 
program’s  existence  to  $70,62 1 . 


lipcoiiiing  Events 

The  Life  of  Andrew  Carnegie 

By  Character  Actor  Richard  Clark 
September  26,  7 30  PM 

Superstitions  of 
Early  New  England 

Donald  Doliber 
October  17,  7 30  PM 

Kid’s  Corner 

September  in  History 

In  1937  The  Hohhit  by  J R R 
Tolkien  was  released 

In  1953  Swanson  introduced  the 
first  TV  diimers 

In  1959  Mattel  introduced  the 
Barbie  doll,  an  instant  liit 

Li  1960  the  first  televised 
presidential  debate  occurred 
between  Kennedy  and  Nixon 

In  1962  in  the  Beatles  recorded  their 
first  single  “Love  Me  Do” 

In  1976  NASA  unveiled  its  first 
spaceshuttle,  the  Enterprise 

Editor/Publisher  Contributor 

Anne  Barrett  Norm  Isler 
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feorge  Washington’s  Visit  to 
Essex  County 

I October  1789.  President  George 
slungton  left  his  Manhattan  office 
a tour  of  Ne^^  England  At  tliat 
le  the  United  States  was  onh  6 
>nths  old  He  had  been  inaugurated 
our  first  President  in  April  of  that 
ar  He  wanted  to  sample  tlie 
MTiper  and  disposition  of  the 
habitants  to\\  ards  the  new 
)\  eniment " It  quite  natural  that  he 
ould  \Msh  to  \ isit  all  parts  of  the 
iwh  formed  republic,  especialh 
lose  he  had  oe^  er  seen  in  the  course 
f tlie  ^^  ar.  This  \\  as  liis  first  v isit 
ince  tlie  siege  of  Boston  following 
le  Redcoats  retreat  from  Lexmgton 
nd  Concord  on  April  19.  177.^.  From 
Tambridge  he  passed  through 
j^ord.  Malden.  Saugus  Parish. 

and  Svv  ampscott  on  his  wav  to 
.,1  olehead  and  Salem,  passmg 
tlirough  Vmmn  Square  enroute  He 
had  been  mv  ited  to  Marblehead  and 
w anted  to  see  it  as  w ell  as  greet  his 
old  friend  General  John  Glover  whose 
brave  amplubious  regiment  sen  ed 
him  well  during  his  evacuation  from 
Brooklv  n Heights  and  later  crossmg  of 
tlie  Delaware.  Following  a reception 
at  the  Jeremiali  Lee  mansion  he  toured 
tlie  narrow  streets,  notmg  in  his  diarv 
that  tlie  fisheries  engage  "about  1 10 
V essels  and  800  men  and  bov  s”. 

After  Marblehead  he  headed  to 
Salem  trav  elmg  along  vv  hat  is  now 
Lafavette  Street  A major  reception 
and  troop  rev  levv  took  place  witli 
Washington  addressing  the  crowd 
from  the  balconv  of  the  new  Iv 
completed  courthouse.  He  staved 
overnight  at  the  Joshua  Ward  house 
on  Court  Street  On  the  next  da\  . 
October  30th  he  left  for  breakfast  w ith 
B ^orge  Cabot  m Bev  erlv . Cabot  bemg 


. r.-:... i i..> Email:  webrhaster'@topsfieldhistory.org 

F ( ) Box  323.  Topsfield.  Ma.ssachiisetts  019S3 


Bev  erly's  most  prosperous  merchant 
Follow  ing  breakfast  he  v isited  a cotton 
null  owned  bv  Cabot  that  impressed  him 
per  lus  diarv . That  mill  site  is  located 
about  3 miles  from  Topsfield  in  North 
Bev  erlv  next  to  the  fire  station  at  tlie 
Routes  lA  and  97  mtersection  v erv  near 
Henrv  s Market.  There  is  a small  plaque 
located  vv  here  the  mill  once  stood 
commemoratuig  Washington's  v isit 
From  here  Waslungton  and  lus  entourage 
trav  eled  nortli  on  what  is  now  1 A passmg 
tlirough  Rowlev  and  Ipsvv  ich  through  Old 
Town  Newburv  to  New  burv  port  wfiere 
he  spent  the  night  Follow  ing  breakfast 
tlie  next  dav  he  crossed  the  Merrimac 
Riv  er  bv  use  of  tlie  Amesburv  ferrv  just 
dow  nstream  from  vv  here  tlie  Route  95 
bridge  is  now  located  That  ferrv  slip 
still  stands,  now  abandoned  Its  rough 
hew  n stones  can  still  be  seen  from  the 
riv  er  bank 

He  traveled  through  Salisburv  to  the 
New  Hampshire  border  where  the  chief 
executiv  e of  that  state  escorted  him  to 
Portsmouth  After  sev  eral  dav  s of 
sightseemg  he  began  lus  trip  home, 
passmg  through  Exeter  and  back  mto 
Massachusetts  at  Haverhill  Village 
crossmg  the  Merrimac  mto  Bradford  and 
contmumg  to  Andov  er  where  he 
addressed  the  Phillips  Academv  students 
From  tliere  he  visited  Lexmgton  where 
tlie  rev  olution  liad  begun  some  fourteen 
v ears  earlier  Everv  where  Washington 
w ent  he  was  greeted  bv  warm  friendlv 
people  whose  reception  sometimes 
mov  ed  him  to  tears 

For  further  mformation  about 
Washmgton's  trip  and  Essex  Countv 
during  the  Rev  olutionarv  War  period 
tliere  is  an  excellent  book  entitled  'The 
World  Turned  Upside  down  bv  Professor 
Ronald  N Tagnev  as  well  as 
Washmgton's  own  diarv 


Upcoming  Events 

****5IC5<C***** 

Superstitions  of 
Early  New  England 
Donald  Doliber 
October  17,  7:30  PM 

Witches  Roost 

Halloween  Party  for  Children 

October  26,  2-3:30  pm 


Kid’s  Corner  - Dia  de  los  Muertos 

November  1.  All  Saints  Day.  and 
Nov  ember  2.  All  Souls  Dav  are  marked 
tlirougliout  Mexico  w ith  colorful 
adornments  and  liv  ely  reunions  at  faimlv 
burial  plots,  the  preparation  of  special 
foods,  offerings  laid  out  for  tlie  departed  on 
couunemorativ  e altars  imd  religious  rites 
tliat  are  likely  to  include  noisv  fireworks 

From  mid-October  tluougli  the  first  week 
of  Nov  ember,  markets  and  shops  all  ov  er 
Mexico  offer  tlie  special  accouterments  for 
the  Dia  de  Muertos  (Day  of  the  Dead). 
These  include  all  manner  of  skeletons  and 
other  macabre  tov  s:  uitricate  tissue  paper 
cut-outs  called  papel  picado:  elaborate 
wreaths  and  crosses  decorated  witli  paper 
or  silk  flow  ers,  candles  and  v otiv  e liglits: 
and  fresh  seasonal  flowers,  particnlarlv 
cempazuclules  (marigolds)  and  barro  de 
obispo  (cockscomb)  Among  the  edible 
goodies  offered  are  skulls,  coffins  and  the 
like  made  from  sugar,  chocolate  or 
amaranth  seeds  and  special  baked  goods, 
uotablv  sugarv  sw  eet  rolls  called  pan  de 
muerto  that  come  in  v arious  sizes 
mv  anablv  topped  w ith  bits  of  dough 
shaped  like  bones.  tioi»  nicxcoimccrcoin 


Editor/Pub  li  sher 
Anne  Barrett 


Contributor 
Norm  Isler 
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USS  Constitution 

In  1794  President  George  Washington 
signed  an  act  to  pro\  ide  a na\  al 
armament"  \x  hich  authorized  the 
constmction  of  six  frigates  The 
immediate  issue  was  the  need  to 
protect  the  American  merchant  fleet 
from  increasing  attacks  bx  the  North 
African  "Barbarx  Pirate"  states  of 
Morocco.  Algiers.  Tunis  and  Tripoli- 
as  xxell  as  from  the  aggressix  e high 
seas  acts  of  the  British  The  ships 
xxere  designed  by  Mr.  Joshua 
Humphrex  s a Philadelphia  Quaker  and 
innox  ative  nax  al  architect  and  xvere  to 
be  built  m six  different  cities  One  of 
these  ships  xvas  to  be  named  USS 
CONSTITUTION  and  the  contract 
xvas  axvarded  to  Edmund  Hartt's 
s^x  ard  in  Boston  Made  from 
®fcialtx  xvoods  from  Marne  to 
jorgia.  armed  xxith  cannons  from 
Rhode  Island,  and  fitted  xvith  copper 
fastenings  prox  ided  by  Paul  Revere, 
the  ship  XX  as  launched  on  October  21. 
1797  The  USS  CONSTITUTION  is 
tlie  oldest  conunissioned  xvarship 
afloat  m the  xxorld  todax . 

Bx  Julx  1798  she  xvas  underxvax 
cruising  the  West  Indies,  protectmg 
American  shipping  durmg  the 
undeclared  xxnr  xvith  France,  capturing 
sex  eral  privateers  and  freeing  victims 
of  prixateers.  From  1802  to  1803  she 
xvas  laid  up  in  Boston  xvhen  President 
Thomas  Jefferson  sent  her  to  the 
Mediterranean  m an  attempt  to  force 
the  Barbarx  Pirates  to  stop  their 
aggression  against  U S.  shipping 
With  Commodore  Edxvard  Preble  m 
command  she  and  other  ships 
conducted  fix  e attacks  against  Tripoli 
resulting  m a peace  treatx  bemg 

•gned  m the  captam's  cabm  m 1805 
iloxved  by  a similar  treatx  xx  ith 
fums 
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Folloxx  mg  an  ox  erhaul  at  the  Waslungton| 

j NaxA  Yard  durmg  1811-1812  she 
engaged  the  HMS  GUERRIERE  m her 
historic  fight  some  600  miles  east  of 
Noxa  Scotia  on  August  19.  1812  After 
an  hour  of  maneux  ermg  and  firmg  the 
txvo  settled  doxvn  to  a short  range 
slugfest  After  20  minutes  tlie  Briton  s 
imzzemnast  fell  and  a short  tune  later 
both  her  remaining  masts  xxent 
ox  erboard  At  some  pomt  m the  battle, 
someone  saxx'  a shot  bounce  off  the 
CONSTITUTION'S  side  and  shouted 
I that  her  sides  xvere  made  of  iron!  And  so 
xvas  bora  the  nickname  ' Old  Ironsides"  \ j Kid’s  Corner 
The  Anericans  had  14  casualties,  the 
British  79  HMS  GUERRIERE  xxas  so 
badlx  damaged  she  had  to  be  sunk  after 
the  sun  IX  mg  crexx  xxere  brought  aboard 
In  recognition  of  this  spectacular  x ictorx 
Congress  awarded  Captain  Isaac  Hull  a 
special  gold  medal,  his  officers  silver 
medals  and  the  crexx  $50,000 

On  December  29.  1812  the  ship  xvas 
1 about  30  miles  off  the  coast  of  Brazil 
\x  hen  she  began  a fight  xx  ith  the  faster 
HMS  JAVA  Commodore  William 
Bainbridge.  noxx  m command,  xxas 
j xx'ounded  txx  ice  and  the  ship  s steering 
xvheel  shot  axxax  For  more  tlian  3 hours 
1 he  maneuvered  masterfullx  and  fought 
tenaciouslx  until.  HMS  JAVA  had  no 
masts  left  and  her  captain  lax  dx  ing.  This 
I time  there  xxere  34  American  casualties 
[ as  opposed  to  about  130  British  HMS 
JAVA  xvas  too  badly  damaged  to  brmg 
home:  but  before  he  sank  her  he  remox  ed 
her  xvheel  to  replace  the  one  shot  awax  onj 
1 the  CONSTITUTION 

hi  April.  1814  she  xx  as  chased  mto 
Marblehead  Harbor  bx  txvo  British 
frigates,  seekmg  refuge  under  the 
protectixe  cannon  guardmg  the  harbor, 
and  the  frigates  dared  not  folloxx  For 
further  histon  visit  tlie  Constitution  s 

xvebsite  xxvxvx  ussconstitution  naxv mil 


Upcoming  Events 

*********** 

The  First  Air/Rail 

Transcontinental  Trip 

Anne  Barrett 
Nox'eniber  14,  7 30  PM 

Thanksgiving  Open  House  at 
The  Parson  Capen  House 

Nox'eniber  27,  10—  12 
Costumed  Interpreters.  Refreshments 


November  in  History.. 


1789  - Thanksgix  mg  xvas  first 
celebrated  as  a national  holidax 

1846  - The  ailificial  leg  xvas  patented 


1922  - The  first  skywriting  display 
occurred 

1928  - The  Holland  Tunnel  opened,  the 
first  underxx  ater  motor  x ehicle  tunnel  in 
the  U.S..  linking  NY  and  New  Jersex 

1946  - Artificial  snoxx  xvas  first  used  bx 
skiers 

1952  - The  first  documented 
occurrence  of  a person  stnick  bx  a 
meteor  occurred 

1957  - The  Soviet  Union  launched  the 
spacecraft  Sputnik  Tw  o 

MMAwahoiitfaimmsi^'opkrcoin 


OF  NOTE:  The  society  now  has  an  autom: 
external  defibrillator  available  in  the  Gould 
Bam  The  Fire  Department's  Jennifer  Collui 
Brown  conducted  an  orientation  on  its  use 
which  was  held  at  the  hbrary  in  conjunctior 
with  the  librarv'  staff  who  also  hax  e one 
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